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Centlemen, | 


Lthough we juſtly preſame, that the ſoſemne murnall 
Covenant entted into by hoth Kingdomes, hath long 
ſince come to your hands, & likewile that you have bad 
notice of the raiſing of this Army defired by the Parliament of 
Englond, for the proſecution of thoſe Ends therein expreſſed. 
(i.) reſervation and Reformation of Religior, he true 
Handur and happineſſe of the King, And the the publique 
Peace and Libetty of His Dominions. Vet that it may appeare 
boch to you and all the world. how un willing we are to make 2 
ble ule of thoſe Armes, we have been conſtrained by the 
appointment of all other mesbes of ſaſety) to take up: We 
the Commiſhoners and Committees of both Kingdomes, have 
t fit beſide that Declaration, (a Coppie whereof wee 
herewith ſend ) lately emitted in the name of the Kin 
uf Sceland, forthe ſatisſa tion of the people concerning the 
Entrance of this rheir Army; To take more perticular nõtice 
of yen the Chiefe Gentlemen and Commanders, hoping lik 
nile that things of ſo great and cada ew 
find with you ſuch an entertainment, as will anſwer the weight 
and importance of them. TTY 
We will not ſo much wrong the Cauſe we have nodrtaken, 
u to goe about after ſo many Demonſtrations of the neceſſity 
of our preſent Poſture, to diſpute it with you, but rather in 
Read of Arguments, we thinke it reaſonable ro acquaint you 
wich our well weighed reſolutions which are through the aſ- 
ſiſtance of that God in whote cauſe we are invaged, and whoſe 
frength alone we truſt in, wich our utmoſt induſtrie and ha- 
2ard, to endeavour the prevention of that imminent danger, 
not onely of Corruption,bur of Ruine. which we (ec evident- 
ly intended to the true Proteſtant Religion, by the Popiſh and 
Prelaticall Fa d ion, whonever wanted Will, but now thinke 
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they want not firength and opportunity to accomoſiſh it , 0 
alſo the Reſeuing of his Majeſties Perſon and Hongur, ſe 
deeply and unhappily intangled in the Councels and Prattice 
of chem whole actions ſpeake their ends, to he ittle bettet 
then Poperie and Tyrarnie, and the redeeming the Peace and 
Libertie of his Dominions, in which the Iriſh Rebellion, 
andrhe {ad and unnaturall Diviſions in Egli have made 
ſo great a breach, 

To the accompliſhment of thoſe ſo juſt and Henourable 
Defignes.we have reaſon to expect the concurrance ofall men, 
who either owe, or pretenda = love to their Religion, Kin 
and Countrey, and ſhall be very ſorry to want yon; but if 
miſ- information or any other unhappy grounds ſhall ſe farre 
prevailewith you, as to reckon us in the number of your ene. 
mies, which certainly we are not, it yon be friends to thoſe 
ends mentioned in our Coyenant : And in ſtead of that con. 


currance with us, which we wifh and hope to deſerte we fin 
from you oppoſition, and Acts of Hoſtilitie, the Law of na. 


ture and our one reaſon will tell you what yon are tg 


We onely adde, that though ir will not a little trouble ute 
ſee men withiftanding not onely us. but their owne good ani 
happineſſe; yet it doth in good meaſure ſat isſie us , that we 
have not neglected thu, or any other meanes to the beft of out 
power. or underſtanding, to prevent thoſe inconveniencies 
and milchicfes that may ariſe from thoſe Acts of torce which 
e ſhall be neceſſitated unto. 6 


Subſcribed at Berwick the 20. 
of January, 1643. by the War- 
rant, and in the name of the 


Committee of both Kingdoms. 
By us your friends, 


. Armya. M. Argyll. 
My 
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My Lord, I have this day received yours, together 
with one to the Gentlemen of the Countrey, and ba- 
wing communicated with them , wee returne you 
thi Anſwer, 

Hat without the fizhr of that Letter, we could 
| not have beene induced by any flying ru- 
mours to beleeve, that the Scottiſh Nation. or 
2 prevailing Party for the preſent in that Nat ion, 
would have attempted an invaſion of England : So ton- 
trary to the lawes of God, of Nations, of þorh Kitg- 
domes, and eſpecially to the late Act of Paciſicat ion: 
Sooppoſire to their Allegiance, and Grat ĩtude to his 
8 to that ne ighbourly love which they pretend, 
to that diſcrect care which they ſhould have of their 
' owne ſafety. | ; 
| We could not otherwiſe have imagined, that they 
whoby his Ma jeſties goodneſſe enjoy a ſertlement of 
their Church and State, according to their own 
ſhould needlefly and ingratefully imbroile themſelvrs 
in a buſine ſſe that concernes them tot, forfeit theit 
rights , diſoblige His Majeſty , and hazard the loſſe of 
their preſent happineſſe. | 
No Order of any Committee or Committees what- 
ſoever of Men or Angels, can give them power to martch 
into the bowels of another Kingdome , to make offen- 
five War againſt their natural] Soveraigne , upon the 
empty pretence of Evill Conuncellourt, who could never 
be named. And for the Eel:b Agents we cannot 
leeve them to be any Comm? flionert, lawfully autho» 
riſed, either by the Parliament, or by the two Houſes, 
3 or 
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ar yet by the Houſe of Commons, where ſo many of 
the Members are cxpelled by parciall Votes, fo many 
baniſhed by {editious Tumulte, ſo many vo.untarily ah. | 
ſent themſelves out of conſcience 3 where deſperation 
or want of opp vtunity to depart, or feare of certain 
plunder, are the chiefeſt bonds which hold the lite 
remnant together from diſſepation; where the venetꝛ 
ble name of Parliament is made a ſtale to countenang 
the petnicious Counſailers,and Acts of a cloſe Con: 
mittee. 

For Subjects to make Forraigne Confederacig 
wittourtheir Soveraignes aſſent, to invade che Terito 
ries of their undoubted King, to goe about by forcety 
change the Lawes and Religion eſtabliſhed, is groſi 
Treafon without all contradiction : And in this caſe t 
argues ſtrongly, who have been the Contrivers and Fo 
menters of all our troubles. No Covenant whatſoever, 
or with whomſaever , can juſtifie ſuch proceedings, d 
oblige a Subject to run ſuch diſloyall courſes. Its ay | 
man out of ignorance, or feare, or credulity, have ente 
red into ſuch a Covenant, it binds him not, except i 
be to repentance, neither is there any ſuch aece ffity as i 

retended of your preſent Poſture, your ſelves cannot il. 
ge that you are any way provoked by us, neither ar 
we- conſcious to our ſelves of the leaſt intention to 
moleſt you. 
Thoſe ends which you propoſe are plauſible indeed * 
to them who doe not underſtand them: The blackeſt de | 
ſignes did never wart the ſame pretences. Ifhy the Pre | 
teſtant Religion, vou intend our Articles which are the | 

publicke Confeſſion of our Church, and our Booke o 

Common 
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Common Prayer, eſtabliſhed by AR of Parliament, 
you need not trouble your ſelves 3 we are ready to de- 
end them with our bloud. If it be otherwiſe,it is plain 
to all the world, that it is not the preſervation, but the 
innovation of Religion which you ſeeke, howſoever, by 
you ftiled Reformation, And what calling have you 
toreforme us by the ſword > Wee doe not remember 
chat ever the like indignity was offered by one Nat ion 
to mother, by a leſſer to a greater. That thoſe men 
who have heretofore pleaded fo vehemently for liberty 
of conſcience , againſt all Oarhes and Subſcriptions, 
ſhould now aſſume a power to themſelves by Armes to 
impoſe a Law upon the conſciences of their fellow 
Subjects; A vanquiſhed Nation would ſcarce indure 
ſuch tearmes from their Conquerers : Bur this we are 
ſure of, that this is the way tomake the Proteſtant Reli- 


gien odious to all Monarchs, Chriſtian, and Pagan. 


Your orher two ends, that is, The honour and hap- 


pinefſe of the King, and the publicke peace and liberty 


of his Dominions , are ſo maniſeſtly contrary to your 
practiſe, that there need noother motives to with-draw 


you from ſuch a courſe, as tends ſo directly to make his 


Majeſty contemptible at home & abroad, and to fill all 
his Dominions with rapine and bloud. In an Army all 
have not the ſame intent ions, (we have ſeen the Articles 

d thoſe vaſt ſummes and conditions con- 
tained in them, as if our Countrey-men thought, That 
Enpland was indeed a Well that could never be dry. 
And whatſoever the intentions be, we know right well 
what will be the conſequents : If it were otherwiſe,no 
intention or conſequent what ſoever, can juſtifie an — 
lawful 
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lawſull action. And therefore you do wiſcly to decli 
all diſputat ion about it. It is an eaſie thing to p 
the Cauſe of God, a5 the Jewes did the Temple. of. 
Lord,but this is farre from thoſe evident Demonſtrati 
which you often mention, never make. | 
Conſider thatthere mult be an account given to ( 
of all the bloud which ſhall be ſhed in this qu rell 
way to ptevent it, is not by ſuch inſinuat ions, but tn; 
tire before the ſword be unſheathed, or the breach 
made too wide: You cannot think that we are groy 
ſuch tame creatures, to deſert our Religion, our K 
our Lawes, our Liberties, or Eſtates, upon the og 
mand of Forreiners, and to ſuffer our ſelves and 
poſterity to be made » and ſlaves withot 
poſition. If any of ours ſhall foyne with you inf 
act ion, we Cannot looke upon them otherwiſe, the 
Traitours totheir King, Vipers to their native 
trey, and ſuch as have Plotters, or Promotet 
this deſigne from the beginning. But if , 
tion or feare hath drawne any of yours ignorant ly ot 
| v__ inte this Cauſc,we deſire them to with» 
themſelves at laſt, and not to make themſelves acce 
[ries to that defupe of miſchicfe , which this ſea 
broyage is like to bring upon both Kingdomes, 


ö Subſcribed at Newceftle, amury 2 a 
The. Glankaw. ir. 
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